
DNI AT UNCCD COP17
Managing Connectivity of Wind, Water and Livestock for Dryland Restoration
Side Event #299  |  A panel connecting dryland science, restoration practice and policy
	Date and time
	Saturday, 22 August 2026  |  13:00 to 14:30

	Venue
	Room MET-03 (CSO), Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

	Format
	Panel discussion in English

	Organizers
	DesertNet International; ECB Sustainable Youth Foundation; New Mexico State University; University of Wisconsin-Madison; Jornada Experimental Range


Introduction
DesertNet International is co-organizing this side event to examine dryland degradation as a connected process. Wind erosion, water runoff, vegetation loss and grazing pressure can reinforce one another across landscapes, yet restoration planning often addresses them separately. The session presents connectivity as a unifying framework for understanding and managing the pathways through which wind, water and livestock move soil, sediment, nutrients, seeds and other resources.
By examining where these pathways connect, concentrate or redistribute resources, the panel will explore how restoration interventions can be placed more strategically to interrupt degradation and support recovery. The discussion moves from connectivity science and dryland thresholds to wind, water and livestock pathways, then to monitoring, governance, food systems, policy action and a Mongolian perspective grounded in pastoral landscapes.
Expected outcomes
The session will develop a shared understanding of connectivity as a practical restoration concept, identify how pathway-based diagnosis can improve the placement of interventions, and highlight priorities for monitoring, governance and policy across contrasting dryland and pastoral contexts.
Target audience
National focal points, restoration practitioners, civil society organizations, pastoral and land-management stakeholders, and scientific delegates.


UNCCD COP17  |  SIDE EVENT #299                                      DESERTNET INTERNATIONAL
Programme
Saturday, 22 August 2026  |  13:00 to 14:30  |  Room MET-03 (CSO)
	Time
	Title
	Speaker

	13:00-13:03
	Opening: Why isolated restoration approaches often fail and how connectivity can provide a unifying framework for drylands
	Shubham Tiwari
Jornada / NMSU

	13:03-13:14
	Connectivity, feedbacks, thresholds and tipping points in dryland systems
	Paolo D'Odorico
UC Berkeley / UNCCD SPI

	13:14-13:25
	Wind connectivity, aeolian transport and interventions for dryland restoration
	Kristina Young
UW-Madison

	13:25-13:36
	Water connectivity, runoff, resource redistribution and earthworks for restoration
	Shubham Tiwari
Jornada / NMSU

	13:36-13:47
	Livestock as connectivity agents: grazing, movement and governance
	Elisabeth Huber-Sannwald
IPICYT / UNCCD SPI

	13:47-13:58
	Supporting and monitoring pastoralist rangeland management for dryland restoration in Africa
	Jason Sircely
ILRI

	13:58-14:09
	From connectivity science to dryland food systems and policy action
	Rachid Serraj
UM6P / DNI

	14:09-14:20
	From landscape connectivity to local action: a Mongolian perspective on drylands, pastoral landscapes, biodiversity and restoration
	Odonchimeg Munkhdalai
Wildlife Science and Conservation Center of Mongolia

	14:20-14:30
	Audience questions and discussion
	Panel discussion


Contacts
Shubham Tiwari: shubhamt@nmsu.edu
Kristina Young: kristina.young@wisc.edu
